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August 13, 2014  
 
To: Commissioners and Interested Persons 
 
From: California Coastal Commission 
 San Diego Staff 
 
Subject: Addendum to Item Th13a, Coastal Commission Permit Application  
 #6-14-0691 (Children’s Pool), for the Commission Meeting of August 14, 

2014 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff recommends the following changes be made to the above-referenced staff report. 
Language to be added is underlined and language to be deleted is struck-out. 
 
1. All references to the applicant shall be corrected from “Parks and Recreation” to “Park 
and Recreation.” 
 
2. On Page 3 of the staff report, in the first paragraph, the fifth sentence shall be revised as 
follows:  
 

In the other seven non-pupping season months of the year, there would be no 
public access restrictions and no regulations against public use of the sandy beach 
or the water would be restored along with the existing guidelines including 
continuation of the year-round rope barrier with an opening providing access to the 
water. 

 
3. On Page 10 of the staff report, in the first paragraph, the last sentence shall be revised as 
follows: 
 

The beach area would have unrestricted restored public access along with the 
existing guidelines including continuation of the year-round rope barrier with an 
opening providing access to the water from May 16 to December 14 of each year, 
during which time the “Beach Closed” signs would be stored off-site.   

 
4. On Page 17 of the staff report, at the end of the last complete paragraph, the following 
sentence shall be inserted: 
 

The City currently has Incidental Take Authorization (IHA) from NMFS to take 
small numbers of marine mammals incidental to construction activities at the 
Children’s Pool Lifeguard Station from June 28, 2014 through June 27, 2015. 
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NFMS found that the construction activities would have negligible impacts on 
marine mammals and their habitat in this area, and conditioned the IHA to prohibit 
construction activities during the harbor seal pupping season.   

 
5. On Page 19 of the staff report, before the first complete paragraph, the following 
paragraph shall be inserted: 
 

Nonetheless, the seals at the haul out site at Children’s Beach are especially fragile 
coastal resources. The seals at the haul out site are considered a fragile coastal 
resource because the seals are more vulnerable to harassment by the public at this 
site than other haul out sites along the coast. This higher vulnerability is present 
because there is a very high potential that great numbers of people from the 
densely populated San Diego Metropolitan Area and beyond will visit the popular 
downtown La Jolla area and Children’s Pool, and attempt to interact with the seals 
which leads to frequent harassment and flushing of the seals into the water. As 
proof, staff noted earlier in the report that several people and the Seal Cam have 
witnessed several incidents of harassment, leading to frequent flushing which 
significantly affects the behavior patterns  of the seals.  Therefore, the seals at the 
haul out site are considered a fragile coastal resource because they are highly 
vulnerable to frequent flushing which significantly affects their well-being. 

 
6. On Page 23 of the staff report, after the first paragraph, the following paragraph shall be 
inserted: 
 

Opponents of the proposed seasonal beach closure have suggested that protecting 
the seals at Children’s Pool from on-going harassment could result in an increase 
in the seal population, resulting in a further deterioration of water quality and 
putting fish populations at risk. However, the total number of seals that can haul 
out at Children’s Pool is limited by the size of the cove. As noted above, recent 
counts of seals present at Children’s Pool Beach have been observed to reach well 
over 200 seals in one day. The City’s Negative Declaration for the project noted 
that the sub-regional harbor seal population is approximated at 600 seals, from 
which a maximum of about 250 seals will haul out at Children’s Pool Beach at one 
time due to the spatial limitations of the beach. Thus, the current amount of seals 
that haul out at Children’s Pool at a time appears to already be at or close to the 
carrying capacity of the habitat. Therefore, the proposed project is not expected to 
substantially affect either the regional seal or fish populations, or the current water 
quality conditions.    
   

7. On Page 27 of the staff report, the first complete paragraph shall be revised as follows: 
 

As cited above, the Coastal Act has numerous policies supporting, encouraging, 
and requiring the protection of public access. Preserving public access to the 
shoreline and public recreational facilities is one of the primary goals of the 
Coastal Act. However, as described above, there are occasionally circumstances 
where the Coastal Act mandate to protect marine resources requires limiting public 
access, such as the provisions in Sections 30212 and 30214, which allow the 
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Commission to restrict access in a particular time, place and manner if to do so 
would protect fragile coastal resources. As noted above in the Marine Resources 
section, the seals at the haul out site are considered a fragile coastal resource 
because they are highly vulnerable to frequent flushing which significantly affects 
their well-being, particularly during pupping season. In such cases, When the 
Commission restricts access to protect fragile coastal resources, it requires that 
alternatives be considered, and that any restrictions on access be the minimum 
necessary to achieve the goal of protecting fragile coastal resources. 

 
8. On Page 28 of the staff report, in the third paragraph, the first sentence shall be revised 
as follows: 
 

In the other seven non-pupping season months of the year, there would be no 
public access restrictions and no regulations against public use of the sandy beach 
or the water would be restored along with the existing guidelines including 
continuation of the year-round rope barrier with an opening providing access to the 
water.   

 
9. On Page 29 of the staff report, the first complete paragraph shall be revised as follows: 
 

There have been assertions by members of the public that the proposed project 
would severely affect the ability of disabled people to access the shoreline. The La 
Jolla Community Plan identifies three locations in La Jolla with beach access 
ramps: Children’s Pool, Boomer Beach, and just north of Scripps Pier. However, 
currently the facilities at all three of these locations are not designed to provide 
ADA access to the beach or water. However, there are many San Diego beaches 
that not only have Health Department-approved water quality but also are easily 
accessible to beach-goers with disabilities. While Children’s Pool Beach does have 
an “access ramp,” it is a gated, unimproved emergency vehicle access ramp that 
was it is not constructed for ADA compliance compliant and is only allowed 
for use by emergency personnel. The La Jolla certified LUP indicates two other 
concrete ramps designated for shoreline access aside from the ramp at Children’s 
Pool: just north of Scripps Pier with beach access at the end of Discovery Way, 
and at Ellen Scripps Park with access to Boomer Beach. These beach access ramps 
are located approximately less than two miles and less than a half-mile north of 
Children’s Pool Beach, respectively. The ramp is gated to prevent unauthorized 
vehicular access, although the wide bar design of the gate does not strictly prevent 
pedestrian access. The City has asserted that their research into the history of the 
ramp has not uncovered any evidence that this ramp was used for any purpose 
other than emergency vehicle access. The history of the gate across the ramp is 
unknown, and it is not clear whether the gate was part of the original ramp 
construction or installed at a later date. However, while the existing ramp is not 
currently ADA accessible, nothing in the proposed project would prevent the City 
from exploring the potential to create an ADA accessible ramp leading to 
Children’s Pool, either at the existing ramp or another location. Any access 
improvements approved by the Commission in the future would presumably be 
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subject to the same seasonal restrictions (if any) as those applicable elsewhere at 
Children’s Pool. 
 
Although there are currently no ADA accessible facilities at Children’s Pool, there 
are many San Diego beaches that not only have Health Department-approved 
water quality but also are easily accessible to beach-goers with disabilities. There 
are ADA beach access ramps located at Pacific Beach, south of the main lifeguard 
tower; Mission Beach, in front of the main lifeguard tower; South Mission Beach, 
south of the main lifeguard tower; Ocean Beach, in front of the main lifeguard 
tower; Crown Point, south of the southern comfort station; Bonita Cove, near the 
southwest parking lot; and at Mission Point Park, at the western end of the park. La 
Jolla Shores, approximately two miles north of Children’s Pool Beach, 
provides one free power beach wheelchairs for disabled visitors and is a flat, 
accessible beach. Beach wheelchairs These beach chairs can also be found, free of 
charge, at Ocean Beach, Mission Beach, Pacific Beach, Coronado Beach, and 
Imperial Beach. The facilities at Crown Point, Bonita Cove, and Mission Point 
Park allow people to access the calmer waters of Mission Bay. The public will be 
able to utilize these many clean, accessible beaches during the five months that 
access would be restricted at Children’s Pool. In addition, in conjunction with the 
reconstruction of the existing lifeguard station at Children’s Pool, the City will be 
renovating the access ramp that leads to the breakwater viewing area to ADA 
standards. As noted, the proposed project will not close access to the breakwater, 
or affect this new ADA accessible ramp. The proposed project will not have any 
impact on public access from any existing ADA accessible facilities. 

 
10. On Page 30 of the staff report, the first sentence of the first complete paragraph shall 
be revised as follows: 
 

As noted in Sections 30212 and 30214 of the Coastal Act cited above, in 
implementing the public access policies of the Act, the Commission must take into 
account the need to regulate the time, place, and manner of public access 
depending on the facts and circumstances in each case. 
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