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Seal vs Sea Lion 
 SEALS: 

• Ear Holes 
• Short, hairy front flippers 

with long claws 
• Hind flippers remain 

straight; can only move on 
land by wiggling on belly 

• Quiet 
• Do not touch each other, 

except for moms and pups 
• Spotted coats can be a variety of 

shades from white or silver-gray 
to black or dark brown 

SEA LIONS: 
• Ear Flaps 
• Long, hairless front 

flippers 
• Hind flippers rotate 

underneath to allow 
them to walk on land 

• Bark a lot – noisy! 
• Like to touch each other; 

very gregarious 
• Males have chocolate 

brown coats; females are 
a lighter, golden brown 
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