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there is a single entry in that col-
umn: “Children’s Pool in La
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eals are in residence at the
Children’s Pool. On any

given day, at any random
time, their number aver-

ages 40 to 60. The County Health

Department tests the extent of
pollution regularly and on each
occasion notes the number of
scals present. The pollution is
scal feces. DNA testing by the
Ciity has confirmed this is so. The

fecal coliform count is unaccept-
able, dangerously high. The

heach does not smell good. It is
illegal to swim there. Metal signs
on concrete walls warning of the

pollution testify to the perma-
nence of the ban.

A reserve has been estab-
lished in the area of Seal Rock for
seal habitation. Posted on the
stairway at the Children’s Pool is

4 schematic drawing, reproduced
at right, of the seal reserve dedi-
cated by the City to augment the
protection accorded seals by the
federal Marine Mammal Protec-

tion Act of 1972, The western

R

.
AR

rrrrr
L o]
lllllll

7 7 ) ! _ :
A Al oren—" A

Pollution: seal inor seal off the

boundary of the reserve falls east,
Or to the right of, the concave
Swimming area (bounded on the
far west by the seawall) of the
Children’s Pool. No one I have

heard opposes the presence of

seals in that area. Anyone on the

street or at the beach can contin-
ue to watch seals if they were to
be confined to that reserve. But
the western boundary of the
reserve is only a line in the
water, not any kind of physical
demarcation, and the seals, with
an obvious yen for the beach at
the Children’s Pool, innocently
but resolutely ignore that Mag-
inot line.

Because the waters at the
Children’s Pool are protected
from the open sea by the seawall,
the waters at the Pool are rela-
tively still. It is in those stilled
waters that seal-born fecal pollu-
tion flourishes. The City has

taken a crack at the problem.

(Regrettably the Town Council
was not asked its opinion, an
event being remedied as we
speak; but that is grist for a differ-
ent mill, another day.) The Natu-
ral Resources and Culture Com-
mittee, chaired by District 1
Councilmember Harry Mathis,

has voted to dredge the Chil-
dren’s Pool of excess silt, return
the water to its historic fall-off
and, in the process, free up four
openings, or sluiceways, in the
seawall through which fresh
entering water may now help to
wash away the fecal pollution.
(Not incidentally, care should be
taken to prevent anyone, or any
species, from being sucked out to
open seas through the sluice-
ways, as apparently happened
once long ago.) The great bulk of
evidence suggests that the dredg-
Ing is a good and indicated first
step. With heavy dredging equip-
ment in evidence, I suppose the

SEAL ROCK MARINE MAMMAL RESERVE
ENJOY FROM A DISTANCE
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A schematic map posted at Children's Pool shows
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Reserve at Seal Rock.

ng seal protection around the Marine Mammal
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be looking everywhere we C
This is home to the most famous

zoo in the world, to a Wild Ani-
mal Park, to Sea World, to a
world-famed aquarium, to the
Scripps Institution of Oceanogra- |
phy, the Oceans Foundation, to .
fisheries and fishermen, 10O |
divers, to the U.S. Navy assem-
bled, including the U.S. Navy
SEALS. Our own small town is
neighbor to a world-class univer-
sity where the most pressing
issues of our age are the daily
scrutiny of some of the most
engaged and ingenious minds
anywhere on earth. Is it too
much to hope that from this great
wealth of talent there may be

thought may be that the peace
will be disturbed and the seals
will seek refuge on Seal Rock,
perhaps never to return. But 1
have not seen the case made,

though it may be possible, that
dredging alone will permanently
relocate the seals or prevent
future disabling pollution. Only
time will tell.

There is much public concern
that the remedy for pollution
may involve some mechanism,
albeit an unharmful one, for relo-
cating the seals. There is a school
of thought that comes down on
the side of leaving the Children’s
Pool to the seals; there is a large
school of thought that, all things

taken together, comes down on

restoring the Children’s Pool to ergegggexhga?nuﬁg&;m of
the people. I take no side on that o' o finely tuned sensibili-
issue. This is not, or need not be, ties, to keep a seal off a beach?
a prr?‘ilseal Versus aﬁti-seal ffatcl?- ;
off. The issue is pollution of the Paul Kennerson, former -
water, and the Ob]BCt 1s to stopit. dent Qf the La Jolla Town m‘
If we can do that without dis- cil, is cumﬂychaj’rof the coun-
turbing a single seal, we should cil’s Parks and Beaches Commit-
do so. If we can stop the pollu- tee. With three colleagues he
tion by relocating all of them, in mﬂy opened the law mm O,f
my view W&Shou}ii do thal: IdeB Kennerson Schwartz Semerd;.
¢an cure the pollution by dis- jjan & Haile LLP O Sar
persing some and keeping athers, 0" &, Haile LLP. He also rves
we should do that as It can-

not be fairly said that one is



