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barriers associated with the seasonal closure are minimal, consistent with existing signage 

at Children’s Pool, and will not obstruct public views. Thus, the Commission finds that 

the subject LUP amendment is consistent as proposed with Section 30251 of the Coastal 

Act. 

 

In summary, the Commission finds that the proposed amendment to the La Jolla 

Community Plan (LUP) to authorize a seasonal closure of Children’s Pool during the 

harbor seal pupping season can be found consistent with the marine resource protection 

policies of the Coastal Act. In addition, given that beach access for the general public 

access will be restored, along with the continued installation of a rope barrier with an 

opening, during the remainder of each year, the Commission finds that the LUP 

amendment can be found consistent with the public access and recreation policies of the 

Act. This finding is predicated on the visual access and nature interpretation opportunities 

that are afforded and maintained year-round. With these findings, the Commission finds 

that the amendment can be approved as submitted. 

 

PART IV. CONSISTENCY WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

 

Section 21080.9 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) exempts local 

government from the requirement of preparing an environmental impact report (EIR) in 

connection with its local coastal program. The Commission's LCP review and approval 

program has been found by the Resources Agency to be functionally equivalent to the 

EIR process. Thus, under CEQA Section 21080.5, the Commission is relieved of the 

responsibility to prepare an EIR for each LCP or LCP amendment submittal. 

 

Nevertheless, the Commission is required in an LCP submittal or, as in this case, an LCP 

amendment submittal, to find that the LCP, or LCP, as amended, conforms with CEQA 

provisions, requiring that it will not be approved or adopted as proposed if there are 

feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available which would substantially 

lessen any significant adverse impact which the activity might have on the environment. 

Pursuant to the City’s own obligations under CEQA, the City approved and adopted 

Negative Declaration 225045. As the proposed amendment would provide increased 

protection of marine resources, the Commission finds that it is unlikely that any 

significant adverse effects on the environment would occur. Furthermore, as the public 

access restrictions are limited and found necessary to provide maximum marine resource 

protection, the Commission finds there are no feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation 

measures available which would substantially lessen any significant adverse effect on the 

environment that could occur. Therefore, the Commission finds that the subject LCP land 

use plan, as amended, conforms to the relevant CEQA provisions.  
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All letters of comment, 
support, and opposition can 
be found in the permit file 
and in Exhibits 11, 12, and 

13 of CDP #6-14-0691  
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